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Minister for Children & Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews TD with some of the recipients of the Exchange House National Educational Achievement Awards. [from left to right] 2?7,
Hughie Maughan, John Ward, Michael McDonnell, Tomas Stokes, Jim Jim Maughan, Melissa Maughan, Minister Andrews, Stephen O’Reilly, Eileen McDonagh, Roseanne
McDonagh, Michael McDonagh, Rosemary O’Driscoll, Tina Delaney, Helen Joyce and Sabrina Maughan

T he Exchange House NationalCouncil co-sponsored the awards and akeydi Foster, Director of Exchange House
Educational Achievement Awardfully supportive of the work ExchangeTravellers Service added,
ceremony was held on Friday thédouse has done in developing these T h e Award was
6th of November in the Dublin Educational Achievement Awards. created - with the
City Council Offices at Wood Quay. The‘Today's awards are a wonderfulintention of§ .. ' highlighting the
Awards were presented to members of thapportunity to highlight the benefits ofeducational success of
Traveller community who had recentlyformal education and to celebrate the ‘ Travellers and
completed Junior and Leaving Certificatesignificance of what you have all to create a
and GCSE and A-Level examinations. Thachieved both individually ang
awards were open to nominations from aflollectively for the Traveller,
over the island of Ireland. community.  Your studies wil
There were 101 recipients of the award igreatly enhance and positive
2009 and many of them were present impact on your future endeavou
collect their certificates and medals irand open new horizons ang
person. Plus there were great prizeppssibilities for each and/;
including a laptop computer. The medalsvery one of the recipien
and certificates were presented by theere today. | congratul
Minister for Children and Youth Affairs, Mr you for your diligence
Barry Andrews, TD. Prizes were awardedommitment andad:
by Kieran Cunningham from Dublin Citydedication to your studies! - '
Council and Brother Michael Reynoldssaid Minister Barry: === -
from the Christian Brothers. Dublin CityAndrews, TD. o
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[Photo on front page]
Heydi Foster, Exchange House Director with the
Minister for Children & Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews, TD
[Photos on this page]
The Exchange House National Educational
Achievement Award Medal; Minister Andrews
presenting Helen Joyce with her certificate; Jason
Maughan, CE Staff member and a Educational

| Achievement Award recipient in 2008

News Travels

Education Service

positive impact in the wider community. “Exchange House National Travelle
One purpose of the Award is to highlighBervice has plans to honour members
positive role-models within the Traveller

community “The award has bee
established to acknowledge the significa
achievements of the many Travellers wh
are now fully accessing and participating
in education. Education is the key to ous
future and each and every one of yo
present here tonight has a key in yo
hands. Continue to use it wisely becaug

the Traveller community from all over th
country who achieve third leve
gualifications at future events, building ¢
the success of the awards ceremonies
date.

The recipients of this years awards a
Stereotypegheir proud families took part in the eve

it will open many doors.
don’t need to be broken — we've alread

broken them”, said Cathleen McDonag
Exchange House Team Leader, Educati
Service.

Another purpose of the Award is to sho
nominees how formal education is highl
valued by Exchange House. “A
Exchange House we believe strongly th
access to education and participation |
Travellers is the single greatest meas
that can break the cycle of disadvanta@®
and social exclusion experienced §=
Travellers. Today's award recipients anehich would not have been possib
role models for the wider community. Aswithout the generosity of the sponso
well as giving great pride to their familiesDublin City Council, FAS, City of Dublin
and communities, their example show¥EC, Hugh McDermott, Dave O’'Donoval
what can be achieved on a wider scafeom RAPID; The Katherine Howar
with sufficient support and Foundation, Health Services Executiv
encouragement.” said Carmel TerryCity of Dublin Youth Service Board
Board Member of Exchange HouseChristian Brothers and Lena O’Donova
Florist.
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Local Training Initiative A few words from our Director

LI IR alsll Welcome to our Christmas edition. Thisappy to assist an

ALEUN-EEN (R EVER cdition reflects the very lively and excitingrganisation which is

. started back again INNEEIMVEREVER SN ERE committed to ‘

AT Il sls B Exchange House was thrilled to have tlwaproving the lives

EDACENMEETGIE SN Minister for Children and Youth Affairsof Travellers. Pleast *‘?"'

U (eS| MNELE] Mr Barry Andrews TD officiate at our"? feel free to contac -
(CHIIETR National Educational Achievement Awardexchange House i =

EUCIEYIR ceremony. It sent an important signal tmu believe we may N /!

3 the Traveller community that, as a membbe able to help you} 1

! their goals. of Government, he took time out tdetter serve Heydi Foster

Caoimhe Kerins , Director

LTI Co-ordinator R[] =1 Me [e]als] celebrate the educational achievementsTofvellers or if you
EDIARC I young Travellers. It was an honour to havequire a service. Our new name is

(ol [N ESTCES TN 0 To 15 o IV o [Tol s I T IO Canlileto him with us.  We know that, like usExchange House National Travelld

There is a lot of variety in the coursefEY=aYe EAARYITalE (=I@VATa Lo [(=1VIe SV STV (~3{=TaY (o8

(011 {=1¢=To MR o] (I T (=1 - T VAR 1 Vi BRI Ta [0 Crises and problems that demand an urgéstusual this Christmas edition should g

computers to art, craft and interior desigiget]ele]akl=H In contrast our Nationgbu a glimpse of the great face to f

LR [(eli sl CIC R ST S A WAXSRNCY s Education Awards evening was a vemyork going on in Exchange House.

e ] NI TN R: (M =R s Mo l@]w{els happy occasion, one where we celebrateamily Support Service continues to

Tl JETE= W [o (WA 1 g ([a e RN (s BRI gl ol [Sl1]y] achievement and great hope for the futurengaged in the “Out of Homelessness™”

the Level 2 certificates. Hard to believe it but this is our secon8kills Group; we also hope to give you

ALEERRRJ G EInuER ] e [li[sRleRis Year doing the award which, by the way, issight into our prison work through o

(AETo SR =T To o[ 6Te s Ml o 1)V e [Ts[o W oTo) (s W0]| CO-Sponsored with Dublin City CounciDomestic Violence Project and our Pal

to one and group learning settings. Ea@WaleMaEA=Ne|g=1el(o]0E \A o)V (o=l Mig ERS o= (ol=N 20 NS =l foTo [=Taa [ g (5% Youth  Servid

LIS A MR T a[e RE e SN lua e I=W g F=1 make the National Education Achievemerbntinues to provide outstanding work

[/ =3 AXOR- V=T o M= i T-1VC1 (SO MR B o [lF Aard possible. Exchange House is protige Men’s “History Project” and throug

(o[ToleTalo[Tale Ie o IR (s (=TI G I (=) TV ISR =To [¥e=1il0 tO be leading the way in recognising armlir Stay in School Initiative and o

levels. Ten members of the groufEdXaleW=lelo[lgle] the EducationaEducational Away Programmes target

undertook the FETAC Level 5 certificatd/AealEAV=1nal=1a s3] S N =AY STESI T B (=1 E=Ta Lo Y/o U Tg (o [l I e \VZ=1 1 (STESIN (oIS 2= (VAT E<Tod g [o o M BECTS

lpeleell 1o EUNSTSI AW I ISTETo il This year 101 students were awardduis edition is dedicated to the Educaf

and each achieved certification. Medals and Certificates of achievemeltepartment and our National Travel

Some of the LTI group are workingjel[ViSae|{=r- 10 o] {FA=1SH (el (VoI [o IRC-W FoV0) (o] 5o [U[or-ifo] g Y WAN® o TTEAV/ET g (T QL AT (o 55

o= S we e o]l il [ R-We F-Vid = g1 ifer=1(W0] computer. \We strongly believe that faldgest wishes and every success for 2010

Friday mornings. They chose to each ddelale MaleleEUNI o=l del=T o] ilo]gNer=Ta B o SN ei p ETp[o[=10)

sewing project for this, and many are noRiglfels(e]aBNele&{[1\/=M0 o) (CNaa[olo (1 ESIF=TaTo RVYT0 (5 /s [S3V/o [N S0 1S (=14

making beautiful cushions, curtains angElele=]e)e:1ale=N0] i ia(=BNT7q]olo]gr= 1 [ol=Ie) BN=1V/=1T (=101 0]

other soft furnishings for their homeSiigle/\le[VEIMeETTale ¥ o] ofolar=le Mo M (=1 [F{=Mia =14

They are also making fabulous ChristmaitlINelelt=IalF\MR/RNWETZ=N6 [=1[Te gl (1o Mo M (147

stockings for their children and nieces argigiaeial=/ 88 =\ CT@N6] {o f-TalEE=Ni (o g SN gAY/

nephews. followed our lead and are also promoting

The learners hand - pick the materials EoiglEl@Ee == E R SEVETs SR T RETo (g} [ETo o]

make their designs, and each make thfiaERuE Ao aliglelvjilelalsNe) M NE-\V=I[S1EE

own individual pieces according to theil Bl IEY=Tnl= AN ol folie BR (e I-TalalolU s [L=NR g =14

own style and taste. The course folloWIEEIIASETale (=M 5 oIVET=N g - SN {o =190 (1o M {0)

the entire process from research afogeile[=R-Rakiilolal-IRC1aVIe=Rigl(eIVe[gMic=1Iallalo

design through all of the stages to thyelge)/iIle]ale) =)o =T RilS=I= 1o BN Tgia[STEStal[ofS)

finished items. The craft class, whil@WiiaRelig[=®e!fe-TalEENilo]a SN ol go)ilo [Ip{o RTETAVI o=

accredited, gives the learners space| RN TN STe g Elalo (=00 & o]V g TSR] 0]

relax and be creative at the end of a wepEEIEREY A E(Elle=RaN o]de)Y/lo[Ipfs [ r-Tel=H (ol r-Tef<!

packed with academic work. front line services to some of the most

The Local Training Initiative will run until FagElge[lat-UE=lo B ga(=Tpal o =T (S0l M i g (SR N = V=1 (=15

the end of June 2010. All of the places aleelaalaalVlalisVA\% [olo (15 S-SRIV R T (I () BN}

filled until we start again in Septemb believe we have much to offer and are

2010.




News Travels

Images from the Educational
Achievement Awards

[1] Minister for Children & Youth Affairs, Barry
Andrews, TD. [2] Sabrina Maughan, Ballymun,
recipient of the Exchange House National
Educational Achievement Award. [3] Minister
| Andrews presents Roseanne McDonagh,
Finglas, with her certificate. [4] Brother Denis
Gleeson, Christian Brother, presents Stephen
O'Reilly, Clondalkin, with the top raffle prize of
a laptop (laptop sponsored by the City of
Dublin VEC). [5] Kieran Cunningham, Senior
Executive Officer, Travelling People Section,
Dublin City Council, presents Michael McDonagh, Ballymun, with an iPod
in the raffle. [6] Minister Andrews presents Thomas Stokes, Ballymun, with
his certificate. [7] Minister Andrews is presented with a crystal vase by
Tony Collins of Exchange House. [8] Minister Andrews presents Philomena
) Quilligan, Tralee, with her certificate. [9] Carmel Terry, Board
Member of Exchange House.
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Family Support Service
Life Skills Group

n May 2009 the Family Support
Department introduced a
Lifeskills group for Travellers
who have become homeless du
to addiction related issues and a
in the South Inner City area. This grouj
is part of our “Out of Homelessness’
initiative where participants are supporte
in a holistic way to improve their life
skills in order to access and sustair
accommodation for the future.

popular with participants.

| Caroline O'Reilly

Addiction Worker

really pleased with what | am learning here
in this group’. The group sessions serve to
motivate participants and increase their self
esteem and the ‘I can do attitude’. These
sessions also offer an opportunity to |be
away from the street. This is like offering
‘respite’ where they have the space |to
address these two main issues as well as
their personal development. The group
members are also involved in outdgor

Some of thectivities. This element of the group |is

This group is run every Tuesdayparticipants have been caughtin the trap ofucial because participants also learn| to

afternoon from 2.30 — 4.30 pm atddiction and homelessness for a long timeork within a team and this enhances their
Exchange House and is facilitated by that they do not know how to preparénterpersonal as well as decision making
Social Worker and an Addiction Worker. meals. These are some of the things thskills.
Every one wants to live life to its full seem small and may be taken for grantdgkchange House offers a Holistic approach
potential but sometimes people do ndiut for someone who has never had thehere participants can be referred to the
know where to begin. One thingopportunity to do it or has not done it in &ducation Department for LTI or C
however, is certain, if we want tolong time, it is a major achievement tScheme and in most cases they
accomplish anything in life and realisdearn. During these sessions participanéssigned to a Social Worker, a Fa
our full potential, we must have somevoiced their awareness and appreciation 8upport Worker, an Addiction Worker

skills; in this case life skills. The groupthe skills gained during the cookeryall three.

was formed
address and
enhance
participants’
personal
development
equip them wit
life skills. The life
skills refer to g
skill set that
accommodates |
more specific

estranged fro
their families anc
have given up o
having a place the
can proudly cal
home.  With the

i
{

Some participants of the Life Skills Group onboard the Poolbeg Boat Trip [from left to right] Helen Green, Christina

help of the SOCialMcDonagh, Winnie Lynch, Patrick O'Rourke, Michael Maughan

worker the

participants can be helped to accesessions. One participant stated that H you know anybody who might b

Participants  hav
also shown gre
interest in Arts an
Crafts. For the ru
up to Christmas th
group will be run
twice weekly,
Tuesday an
= Thursday

afternoons 2.30
4.30 pm. Th
group  will  be
making Christma
decorations such as
Christmas

stockings, wreath
Christmas logs an
other decorations.
In order to
participate  grou
members must b
service users o0
Exchange House.

accommodation and sustain it. Througlvant to learn more about cooking antihterested and fits the criteria they may

this group some participants are helped tmaking and be the best | can be in igain access to the group by meeting

re-establish relationships and links wittAnother participant said ‘I did not knowmembers from the Family Suppart

their families.

there was so much for me to discover arldepartment. Please call us to make |an
Food preparation and cookery is verjearn and that | could actually do it. | amappointment or for more information.
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Letter to My Mother

My Experience as a Student Social Worker

o Tara Murphy . .
| Student Social Worker learning about a community | wasDear Mary,

previously not exposed to. The doctor has told me I have a chemical tmbalance

During my placement | have beefy wy Grain. I don't know what that means but I

exposed to various areas of social work,, writing to you for help, as I afways do.

! h?ved had " the OEporéL.mlty 10 B8y is a while since I gave up drinking. My hands

Ilm\//\c/)avse elr? %roggl \?;lor th';,a;\e/ﬁtrssep?{;sbre as clean as they have ever been, but there’s
dag nothing for them to do. Except from rolling

Programme which was run every wee : .
in the Dochas Centre. Every Tuesda tpbacco and shaking hands of professionals wiho

took part in the Out of Homelessnes&ll end up telling me what I am supposedto do.
| started my third year social workife Skills group which takes place inor the first time in thirty years I have asked my
placement on the Y4of September Exchange House. | was also involvedoctor what is wrong with me. I don't think, he
2009 in the Family Support Departmentith the Domestic Violence supportknows. He has asked me if I talk to you and I
at Exchange House. When | walkegroup (pilot project) ran in Rathmineshave said yes. I have told him how I close my eyes
into the building on my first day IWomen's Refuge every TuesdaVind see you when I am in despair. So beautiful
thought “oh my God I'm back atmorning. and bright. So gentle and caring. I love you so. 1
scho_ol". The layout and design of thBuring my placement | was supervis q,ea{you and T need John too. He is not with me
building reminded me so much of mpy a Precnce Teacher, Penelope Mr%w) but I Keep fhim in my heart. Together with
old secondary school. My first day wawho guided and helped me mtegrteou and the stars. Jofm is in care with his mum

very busy being introduce theory into practice. This s ;

I met so many differe unique learning experieng ’ . .
people that | could bare whereby | can now Many, will you look after him? He is not far and

remember anyone’s nal confidently say | am able tpY¢ ,ﬁe 5 gone. I ‘{""’.t know how I've lost him. I
Everyone at Exchang juggle various roles wit don’t know if he will ever come back, I don’t
House made me feel ve ease. The opportunity to dokow. ..

welcome and | knew the Duty (Exchange House) and®lease Mary, will you tell God who I am. I don't
that it was going to be d the Dochas Clinic (Renew know what to tell fum. I don't know if he will
and that | would enjoy th Project), to doing outreach understand. He is the father. You are my mum.
placement. My firs in the wider community t0 Growing up was hard. In fact I don’t think I ever
experienee of this buildin running groups to giving 4id T never grew up. I'm still a boy. A child
was that it's very busy; it |S(fn't1ra113 Stotek_ing rtnadfeﬂ:)y one presentations has afforddfongmg for a father and grieving for his son. A son
T g o s 1% e 3 laCe Nt i wlom o ey he ot g of g p
would always be kept on my toes witkEvery day at Exchange House duri §0 ge]totﬁ'f IZZZI% Jta Sfathier as much as you do. I
lots to learn. My first week was amy placement period was a differe tuﬂy o (i (40 5 4 I)’ﬁ :
induction week; | shadowed membemxciting and a completely ne anted to be hield as much as you do. urt you
of the family support team and got reaixperience altogether.  The Family® : ,

hands on experience of what Exchan@eipport Team provided me  with! 7¢eded you to be on my side and I couldn’t see o
House does. resources to help me face thigvrong. It wasa symbiotic relationship. I couldn'’t
Social work is one of the most excitinglacement throughout my time in t gnake any distinction and so I couldn’t guide you.
professions as it is so diverse therefooeganisation. | am leaving Exchangd lost you. Just as I was never found. Except for
it is essential that student social workeHouse as a confident and betteyou Mary. You saw me and cared for me. Will
are equipped with skills and knowledgformed student social worker thanyou look after John now? He needs you more than
needed for them to become bettethen | first came in on the T4of | 7 4.

Workers and carry  out the thSeptember. | feel that this ex_perie C@erfaps he will also be a father one day. And I
effectively. The fieldwork placement iias opened my eyes much wider t Fbpe by then I will be a man.

recognised as one of the majadhey were before. At this stage | r@-[appy Christmas John. May Virgin Mary give
components of social work educatiortonfident to say that the experience | . .

; : . i ou the blessing that 1 did not? And for you
Being placed at Exchange House hhave gained have equipped me with 5 i e it 5
been valuable in that | have gaineagecessary skills to enable me to join the e myfal o Hie aay your som was bort.

) hands on professional worlSocial Work profession in the very ne fAmen, Martin
experience and alsduture.
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Amy Connolly - Transition Year Student on Work Experience

that she had a glimpse of what Yo
Work involved and she loved it. On o
occasion, Amy, together with the Fa
Support Worker visited an elde
- Traveller woman in a nursing home &
| stories were swapped — they were K
fascinated by each other.

EXCHANGE Amy spent some time with the Life Ski

“Out of Homelessness Group” where

was involved in baking and maki
Trave”ers Se Christmas cards. She helped with fil
and organising the office. Amy had 1
privilege of attending the Family Supp
Team Meeting. It was a pleasure ha
Amy for the week as she brought a breg
of fresh air in the office, was interests
eager to learn and very helpful.
knows maybe in a few years she might
coming to Exchange House to join
The Family Support Team had th School in Dundalk. She spent a week staff as a social worker, a youth worke
pleasure of offering Amy Connolly helExchange House shadowing differel family support worker or...?
work experience. Amy is a Transitiolworkers. She spent one afternoon with t
Year Student of St Vincent's Secondal Youth Workers in Ballymun and she state

We wish Amy all the best in her future.

New Family Support Service Team Leader

After two very exciting years of workingafter an extremely competitive processecent experience working in Exchange
as the Family Support Service Teamenelope More has been successfulijouse as a social worker, but she comes
Leader Joanne Ryan has decided to maadected as the new Family Suppomvith a wealth of other experience in social
on to pastures new. Joanne did a fabuldbervice Team Leader. work, family support, domestic violence,
job and is going to be greatly missed. Wkhe Board of Directors and ExchangéllvV and AIDS, substance misuse and
are pleased for her that she has beadouse management feel very comfortableam management.
successful in achieving her new positionthat Penny will bring a lot of dynamism,She has graciously accepted the position
the HSE in Waterford are very fortunate twreativity and experience to the Familand we would like to officially
have her. Support Service and Exchange House itongratulate and welcome Penny on her
We are delighted to let you all know thageneral. Not only does Penny have herew role.

Ny
SEXCHANGE HOUSE

\ B

. Y |
Family Support Team: [from left to right] Ronnie O’Donnell, Addiction Worker; Laura Rigney, Family Support Worker; Tara Murphy, Student Social
Worker; Penelope More, Family Support Team Leader; Caroline O’'Reilly, Addiction Worker; Jules McDonagh, Family Support Worker. (Missing for the picture are Rebecca
Dunne, Family Support Worker; Patricia Sagasta, Family Support Worker; & Aoife O'Brien, Social Worker.)
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Have you ever asked “What else does Exchange House do?”

Access to Other Services
Nationally

Leadership Training
Dance, Music & Drama

News Travels can only give a glimpse into
what Exchange House does. So here is a

a
a
a
a

comprehensive list of all the various v Family Support Computers
services we offer to the Traveller v Housing & Accommodation Advice Arts & Craft
community and other service providers v Addiction service: o Cookery
nationwide. o Individual Counselling v Qutreach Services
The list is broken down by our three o Crisis Intervention o Youth Arts
departments and the training courses we o Referral to Appropriate Services o Outdoor Pursuits
offer. o Prison Work o Sports

Addiction Awareness
o Social & Political Education
Combhairle na nOg
Dail na nOg
Detached Youth Work
Summer Projects

o Harm Reduction
v Out of Homelessness Project
v Domestic Violence Support
v Research & Development

Education Service

v FAS Local Training Initiative

v FAS Community Employment

v National Education Achievement
Award
Adult Basic Education

o FETAC Levels 1 -5
Develop Learner-Centred Education
Modules
Third Level Support
Career and Further Education

SR NIENIEN

Youth Service
v Stay-In-School Programme
Work with Individual Young
People
o Work with Families & Teachers
v After-School Projects
Providing quiet space for

Training Cour ses

v Introduction to the Traveller
Community
Anti-Discrimination Workshops
Best Practice in Traveller Youth

a

<

a

Planning Homework Work
v EU Projects o Assistance in completing v Domestic Violence Training
o New Pathways to Learning for Homework v Parenting Programmes
Adults o Engaging Parents in children’'s v Addiction Training
o Senior Citizen Learning Education v Best Practice in Service Provision tg
o Library Travellers
Family Support Services = Computers

v Social Work
Crisis Intervention
Prisoner Support

a

a

v Education Away Programme
v On-Site Youth Services
Anti-Bullying Training

a

o Advocacy & Facilitation of o Personal Effectiveness Training

National Traveller MABS hails a new type of credit card for everyone...

Imagine a credit card that you can use juit where Smart Transfer's pay as you gib,” says Nuala.

like a normal credit card. But you won'tcredit card can help to bring spending full list of the stores selling the pre-pa
get any bills, you won't pay any interesunder control. MasterCard, as well as further informati
charges and you won't be subject to Bluala NiGhabhann from Nationalon the product is available g
credit check. A card that will not allowTraveller MABS says the prepaidwww.payzonemoney.ie or conta
you to incur any debt. Mastercard is ideal for those who don'National Traveller MABS on 01 864 851
This credit card is now available inwant the hassles of a bank credit card, yahd www.nattravellermabs.org

Ireland. Irish company Smar still need to shop online, travel
¢ mads

Transfer have launched t or take money abroad.
Money Advice & Budgeting Service

pay as you go credit card. It Ryanair now accept the card
with no credit card booking
fees.

ar 1
ideal for those who need L’..[Q.
use a credit card occasiona
and particularly those who nee But perhaps most importantly of
to strictly budget their spending.all, it serves as a useful budgeting tool
Credit card debt in this country has gonduring these more frugal times.
through the roof and many credit card$The credit card is a normal card except

, have been ‘maxed out’ to theirthat you cannot incur any debt, interest

at

d
DN

ct
0

limit and cannot be used. Thischarges or late payment fees when you use
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Youth Service

NIRRT Tt B vttt telll Exchange House Men’s Group History Project

Our stay in school Programme was pilote Exchange House men'’s group is ."
in 2006 in St Margaret’s Park and CartQNEEEE e l[gloRig N o] SR EIMEEVE STl !

Estate Ballymun. The aim of the stay|i played in the First World War.

school Programme is to: i

We are looking for names, photos, anc
stories or any other information that you
might have. We are mainly focusing or
Traveller men who died in the war, wher
they might be buried and what campaigr
they took part in.

e Encourage and maintain high
attendance in school
e The transition from primary to
secondary level
e Completion of Junior and Leaving

Certificate.
CIVIgR eIV Tl oI-to ol SRRV R (ST SO REY  Any information would be very welcome
praised according to attendance and |;
recognised and awarded for Educatio Please contact:
Achievements through our yearly Nationd
Education Achievements Awards. William McDonagh
Our programme is run by the you Or
workers in conjunction with the school James Maughan - % ‘
parents and our after schools program : f I
It is monitored quite closely and regulg at Exchange House’s offices John McDonagh [more info]

meetings and informal discussions are h¢
between the youth workers a
appropriate people in the schools.

Grove Ballyfermot and St Oliver's Pal LH)\NG
and Bridgeview in Clondalkin. We hope,, .,

to continue this programme, encoura
and support the young people we woi
with and deliver results year g
after year.

The Exchange House outh Service Team [from left to right] Jimmy Maughan, Youth Worker; Patrick Stokes,
Youth Worker; Emma Parsons, Youth Worker; Sarah Byrne, Youth Worker; William McDonagh, Youth Service
Team Leader; John Paul Collins, Youth Worker

In September the Youth Service chose ttreir background and their history.
young people from three different siteghis trip will include visits to Buckingham
around Dublin to join us on a trip tdPalace, Westminster Abbey and oth

have been selected for this trip becausevidit the Irish Traveller Movement in

enthusiastic involvement in our youtlssues they each face.
programmes. The aim of this trip to visibn the 18 of February 2010 the Yout
historical sites and landmarks and team and these ten young people
explore other peoples’ culture. board a plane for London, England.
In preparation for this trip the group isure to check out our next edition Néws
currently participating in a researcliravels to find out the young peoples
project about various sites in Londoreducational experiences of London.

r

London, England. These ten young peopfaportant landmarks. We also hope to
both their ongoing commitment to theiBritain, based in London, and meet other

own education in the past year and thgioung Travellers to compare and contrast

ill
e
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ACROSS

2 Giant socks that might get filled with presents

3 Santa gets in your house through this

7 The only reindeer whose name begins with the letter P
8 Deck the halls with boughs of this

11 The night before Christmas

15 Whats in Santa’s bag?

16 Reindeer with the red nose

17 Person who brings gifts to good children

18 Christmas falls in this month

DOWN

1 Where Santa lives

4 If you stand under this, you might get kissed.
5 Things you hang on a Christmas tree

6 A snack you leave out for Santa

9 December 25th

10 Yummy red and white candy

12 Eight of these pull Santa’s sleigh

13 Santa says this

14 A helper who makes toys




December 2009

alth(my Ward - \

Leaving Cert
Anthony attended St. Enda’s College i

Stephen O’Reilly - Junior Cert

Stephen attended Deansrath Community
College in Clondalkin and his friends at

Clondalkin Traveller Development Group say Galway for 5 years. He was an
| “He did 7 subjects and got honours in all 7 exemplary student. Throughout the 5
 subjects. He got an ‘A’ in Art and studied very years he managed to have regular
hard during the two years. Stephen did attendance and punctuality. He alway

exceptionally well in his exams and completed applied himself diligently to his studies
his Junior Certificate.” and enjoyed excellent relationships with
his peers and his teachers. He intend
progressing to Galway Mayo Institute
[Right] Stephen receives his Exchange House National of Technology to further his studies.

Educational Achievement Award certificate from the Minister
for Children & Youth Affairs, Barry Andrews, TD

Mary Anna Doran - Eileen McDonagh - G.C.S.E. \

Leaving Cert

Mary was nominated by St.
Aidan’s Community College in
Tallaght, who are very proud of
the fact that in 25 years Mary is
only the 2nd Traveller to have

Eileen attended Loreto Grammar School in Omagh,
Co. Tyrone. Her Vice-Principal, Ms. Turbitt, says

“Eileen achieved 9 GCSE's in June 2009, including ]
grade ‘A’ in Business Studies and 8 grade ‘B’'s. Eileen
is a courteous, respectful student who is hardworking
and enthusiastic about her work.” Eileen is now

studying for her A-Levels in Music, Biology, Physics

completed her Leaving
Certificate.

They expect her achievement to
offer a great example to other

Cavellers in the future

and Religious Studies.

[Right] Eileen receives an iPod as her prize in the raffle from Kieran

Cunningham, Senior Executive Officer, Travelling People Section,
Dublin City Council /

\ (Mary Keenan - \

Junior Cert

Paddy McDonagh - Leaving Cert
Paddy was nominated both by his school, St.

Flannan’s College, Ennis, Co. Clare and the Travelle Mary went to school at Mater
Enterprise & Employment Office, Ennis, Co. Clare. Christi in Finglas. Her mother
Paddy completed his Leaving Certificate this year and nominated her for the Exchange
\ achieved 380 points. He is now in his 1st year at the House National Educational
Limerick Institute of Technology studying Business & Achievement Award saying:

Finance. He is the 1st Traveller in Co. Clare to
proceed to third level education immediately after
completing his Leaving Cert.

“Mary is my young daughter
and out of 7 girl my first to sit
her Junior cert. 1 am so proud
of her.”

[Right] Paddy receives his certificate from Minister Barry Andrews / \ )
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STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...

Novenber FETAC Awar ds

Seven of the Community Employment learners successfully completed their FETAC Level 3
certificates in Food and Nutrition in November under the guidance of their tutor Patsy Kane.
This component certificate can be added to other certificates to build up a major FETAC
award.

Patsy has worked at Exchange House for ten years and delivers a variety of courses including
Adult Basic Education, Maths and Communications at FETAC levels 1, 2 and 3. Patsy’s
innovative course plan allowed all learners to participate successfully in the Food and
Nutrition certificate.

The learners really enjoyed the course and felt that they had learned a lot. Congratulations

to Phyllis Connors, Anne Marie Connors, Elizabeth McDonagh, Maggie Collins, Lilyanne Power,
Bernadette Collins and Nellie Collins.

P O ekl

Exchange House National Traveller Service
61 Great Strand Street
Dublin 1
tel: 01 872 1094 » fax: 01 872 1118
info@exchangehouse.ie
www.exchangehouse.ie



